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To: UN

The persecution of Christians and the Church in
Iran occurs in waves of attacks. At the begining of
the revolution in 1979 the Anglican Church, which
was mainly made up of converts from Islam was
attacked. Rev. Sayyah the priest in Shiraz was
beheaded, and Bahram Dehghani-Tafti, son of the
Anglican Bishop, was shot to death. In December
1990 Rev.Soodmand, the leader of the church in
Mashad, was executed by hanging in a prison in
Mashad.

The killings of three Evangelical pastors in Iran,
Haik Hoosepian Mehr, Mehdi Dibaj and Tataoos
Mikaeelian, during the first half of 1994 gained
worldwide attention, and brought more focus to
the worsening plight of persecuted Christians,
particularly Muslim converts to Christianity.
On Friday, September 10, 2004 the Iranian regime
invaded the annual conference of Iran's
Assemblies of God and arrested at least 80 church
leaders in Karaj near Tehran, as part of the worst
crack downon evangelical believers in a decade.
Since September, 47-year-old Pastor Hamid
Pourmand, an Assemblies of God minister, has
been held in prison at an unknown location.

In the latest U.S. State Department Report on
Religious Freedom on October 4, 2004, Iran is
again listed as one of the most serious violators.
According to the report, Iran is guilty of "severe
violations of religious freedom."

We urge you to condemn the Iranian regime for its
continued and severe persecutions against
Christians, and ask for Pastor Pourmand's
immediate and unconditional release.

Sincerely,
http://www.petitiononline.com/pastor1/
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