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Media and the streets
*Khiyaban”, #1

A bloody page in Iran’s modern history seems to
be turning in the events we are witnessing. In
past days and nights, Tehran and many Iranian
cities have not stayed calm as peoples’ burning
rage has thrown daily life into flux. The people in
the streets are playing a game of cat and mouse
with violent thugs; youth are in revolt, and the el-
derly rack their memories for re-learned lessons
of the calamitous events of the 1979 revolution to
pass on to the young.

Again, after thirty years, people are leaving the
doors of their homes open [to give refuge] to cou-
rageous youth, and we hear from many how great
people are, and how quickly they can change.
Over the past days’ witness to events, we were
different people, different slogans. During the
campaign until election day, the huge crowds of
people that had taken to the street with the green
wave were spirited, the bliss of unawareness
reigning over them. Yet since the results were
announced, the situation changed and people be-
came angry, and sought the crest of the wave to
propel them beyond the ignorance, repression and
hundreds of lies. During recent days and nights,
the tide has again turned.

Like Azar of 1953 [CIA-backed anti-Mossadegh
coup] and Tir of 1999 [reformist protests and
regime crackdown], and - according to many
present at the time - even like the protests of the
revolutionary years and 1963 [clergy-led anti-
shah protests]!!! Yes, we are seeing the naked
face of repression. We see the green wave of
reformism in its entire expanse, as it brings us
into a shared arena with the existing system
Killing us and calls for calm have only made the
situation more acute. Now we have more ques-
tions; more than just issues with vote counting.
We want a different voice. We do not want to be
sacrificed to corruption and graft again, for the
nth time, our interests ignored. We do not want
a slaughter that would set society back thirty
years. We do not want a repeat of the fraud of
1979. We do not have any media but the world
has gotten smaller so we no longer see one thing
on the streets but read something else in world
media. We do not want the next generation to be
ignorant about what happened on the streets of
Tehran, Esfahan, Tabriz, Shiraz, Mashhad, Ahvaz,
Kermanshah, and the rest of the cities, large

and small. We will represent a new voice in this
power play: the voice of the people crying out in
the streets. The people who have no delusions
about colors and who demand change.

We rely on the streets "Khiyaban”, #1

By Simin Mesgari

Mousavi knows too well how deep the wound is.
He also knows that his green bandage is only a
first aid cover for this wound and not a cure.
Mousavi knows that he cant be both the cause of
pain and cure at the same time.

Mousavi knows that not all “this” is for him.

He knows very well, and we also know very

well that had there been a “better” candidate
than Mousavi with a “lesser evil past” which had
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The following is a rough translation/excerpts from
*Khiyaban”, #4 p 1: "“From Reform to Revolution”
*In Mousavi's manifesto #5, he asked the people
to protest..but in this manifesto he implicitly
states that... he is not able to be fully with the
people in their revolutionary stance, for he is also
of the same regime, and in the same manifesto

he counted the Basij as brothers and the Sepah
guardians of the revolution and of Islam. People
with their own eyes saw armed and club-wielding
motorcycle-riding Basiji kill and oppress the
people.. The truth is these rabid regime dogs were
ade for internal warfare.

he words of Khamanei

ade the people determined
o fight the coup d'etat. The
reat protests of people in
zadi square Saturday and
eidan Vali Asr on Sunday
howed the world that the
mell of revolution is coming
rom Iran..”

The slogan *Death to the dic-
tator” showed that this was

chosen yellow colour for his campaign, the nation
would have gone yellow and Mousavi would have
demoted to Ahmadinejad's position. .....

One can't know all this and not be scared about
the consequences of what has been unleashed.
These protests can get out of control.

The ultimate demand of this campaign is far from
presidency of Mousavi, even though its official
colour is still green.

Velayat-e Faqih or the "Guardianship of the
Islamic Jurists” is the red line which Mousavi has
expressed he won't cross - this red line is now
being crossed by those wearing green.

No longer can either of the political camps - [re-
formists and conservatives] - control the streets,
however both of them are trying to. One with guns
and batons, the other by inviting people to mourn
for the dead at mosques - which are traditionally
the political powerbase for the Revolutionary
Guards and Basiji (the voluntary paramilitary
group) who are practicing their aiming skills on
the bodies of our brother and sisters.

Streets are dangerous, not just for us but more for
them. That's why they are trying to pull us from the
street by inviting us to attend the Friday prayers
after we have mourned for our dead brothers and
cried over our destroyed homes. Ironically it is
Mousavi who is inviting us to attend. To make

a joke out of our protest, they are inviting us to
attend mosques, because they are scared of
“streets” but they should know that “we rely on the
streets”.

not just an opposition to the election fraud, but
effective opposition to the fascist regime called
the Islamic republic..also that participation in the
elections also was in opposition to the totality

of the regime..” *The most important means the
reformists had to change the regime and correct
its behavior was to overturn it using elections. ...
slogan “death to the dictator” doesn't mean any-
thing but this, as witness to the killing and beating
and insulting of friends, colleagues and fellow
citizens and also countrymen..and Khamenei
and the regime of the Islamic republic are directly
responsible for this crime. .."

*The means the regime used to combat the revo-
lution are no different than those used by other
dictators 1.) Creating chaos is the tactic of a de
facto military government 2.) Fabricating terror
and bombings to justify oppressing those who
oppose you (the explosion in Khomeini's tomb,
and the unclaimed bombing at a metro stop, e.g.)
3.) Claiming the revolution is a plot hatched by
external enemies 3.) and finally 4.) slandering and
scorning the opposition as mere rioters...”

* In addition to the words of the “big president” Khame-
nei, the actions of the “small president” Ahmedinejad to
solidify the state coup d’etat are telling: ..Ahmedinejad
immediately went to Russia to ..garner support for his
presidency ..Ahmedinejad's actions are the real es-
sence behind the freedom-fighters’ slogans...”
*Saturday and sunday were an important turning
point for the history of Iran..from then on, every-
one knew that the hope of change and reform of
the regime is not the reformist wing, and that there
is only one price for bread and freedom: Revolu-
tion.”
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Khiaban 8: *“What do the People Want?~

The coup d’état government did not expect the
people to stand against it with such courage and
solidarity and has lost its focus. The govern-
ment continues to fight and try to stand on its feet
again. But every action it takes backfires. Dur-
ing a revolution a regime digs itself deeper with
every action it takes to preserve itself.

The government closes existing semi-indepen-
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dent media sources; freedom of the press be-

comes a demand of the people. The government
tortures detainees; outlawing torture becomes a
demand of the people. The government tramples
on the people’s vote and defends its right of rule
by the few over society; rule by the people be-
comes a demand of the people. The government
sends the guards and the basij to kill and crush
the people; the dissolution of these institutions

of repression becomes a demand of the people.
The government throws political opponents in
prison; the release of all prisoners becomes a
demand of the people. The government represses
young people and women; the young people and
women turnout on the square for their freedom.
The government denies people the right to deter-
mine their own fate based on religion; the separa-
tion of church and state becomes a demand of
the people. The government uses existing laws
to repress the people; a change in laws becomes
a demand of the people. The government uses
economic pressure to stop strikes; a society

free from economic pressure on living standards
becomes a demand of the people. The govern-
ment prevents freedom of worship; freedom of
worship becomes a demand of the people. The
government declares a ban on public gather-
ings; a system that officially recognizes freedom
of assembly and protest becomes a demand of
the people. The government fires a bullet into

the throat of a young women; the voice of young
women becomes louder and more enveloping.
The government is imprisoning writers; freedom of
the pen is becoming more universal. The govern-
ment is cutting off communications among the
people; free and easily accessible communication
networks are becoming a more universal demand.
Owners of factories and manufacturing centers
are fighting demands for strikes; labor control
over industrial and manufacturing centers is
becoming a demand of workers. The government
is jailing people accused of belonging to political
parties and organizations; freedom of political
party and organization activities is becoming

a more widespread demand. The government
becomes more barbaric; a noble life is becoming
more important.

A transformation is beginning. At the same time,
pressure is building. New dreams are taking
shape in the consciousness of society. Dreaming
of all that seemed impossible has become univer-
sal with everyday of struggle. You see the spark
in people’s eyes. You see the revolution.
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A Velvet Coup?
Khiaban, #13/Saturday, July 4, 2009

In a meeting with a group of families of those de-
tained in recent days, [former president] Khatami
called the recent events a ‘velvet coup’. This was
an implicit reply to Ahmadinejad’s characteriza-
tion of the recent events as a ‘velvet revolution’,
which was defeated by the government.
However, to call it a velvet coup is as much of a
lie as calling it a velvet revolution. A coup that
has murdered hundreds of people in the most
violent fashion, that has shut down all the news
and communication lines, that has arrested and
subjected to torture a vast number of political ac-
tivists, and has locked up thousands of youth and
dissidents in torture/imprisonment camps -- how
can it be called velvet like?

In a few coup’s in the modern world history, such
level of ruthlessness and violence has been
employed; and in very few cases in the world has
a coup stood in such absolute confrontation with
the civil society. Numerous coup’s that in their
own right would not be described as ‘velvet like’
operated with much less crackdown and killing
than the joint Khamenei-Ahmadinejad coup.
Using the term ‘velvet like’ by Khatami to describe
it is to paint a gentler face of the coup, so as to
secure himself and his friends the possibility of
cooperation and friendship down the line with

A Safe Nest for the Seeds of Our Hopes
By Seemin Mesgari
Khiaban #16

What has been happening over the past month

in the streets of Iran, leaves no doubts among
any skeptics that the people know best what's

in the best interest of their own country! If until
now, some have been holding onto the fantasy of
exported peace and freedom of the Iragi and the
Afghani (!) type, or have put all their media effort
into colorizing or velvetizing the people’s uprising
to the benefit of one of the governing factions,
people’s struggle up to now have shown that the
fate of this country is neither being figured in the
hands of the imperialists nor in the internal lob-
bies of the ruling system, but in the streets and

in every single house, and with the raised fist of
every single fighter and activist. Any hope in any
illusion other than this fact is doomed to disap-
pointment, and any effort at reducing this struggle
to a family fight [between the ruling elites], is
doomed to failure!

In view of the principle that any path to the elimi-
nation of the enemies -- of freedom and equality
and popular sovereignty -- passes through the
ranks of the people, the voice of every freedom
and justice loving individual and group that can-
not be present [in Iran] in this struggle can be
turned into an effective voice. A prime example is
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Translating “The Street” Newspaper Circulating
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the coup regime. He has made up his mind about
staying with the system at any price. Therefore,
he has no choice but to justify the symbiosis of his
faction with the coup regime at every step. Yes-
terday, Ahmadinejad’'s move was a coup d'etat,
today it's a velvet coup, and perhaps tomorrow
there will only remain a colorful piece of velvet to
be spread on the seat of the rulers.

But, as Khatami obfuscates, Ahmadinejad spins
misinformation yarn: he claims to have defeated
an American velvet revolution. A velvet revolution
whose planners, like all velvet revolutions, were
part of the power structure. He wants to deny the
absolute opposition of the people to the ruling
system.

But, a new era has begun. And nothing about it is
velvet like.
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IRAN: UNDERGRUNDSAVYISEN “KHIABAN" (™
“Vi stoler pa gaderne™

Simin Mesgari

Mousavi ved kun alt for godt, hvor dybt sar
bandage kun er et farstehjaelps-plaster pa

Mousavi ved, at han ikke b3de kan vare 8rsag
Mousavi ved, at ikke alt “dette” er for ham.

Han ved meget vel, og vi ved 0gs3 meget vel,

end Mousawi med en “mindre ond fortid®, som h|
kampagne, s3 ville nationen vare blevet qul, o
shmadinejads side ...

Man kan ikke vide alt dette og ikke vare bange
blevet sluppet l@s, Disse protester kan komme

Det endelige krav for denne kampagne er langt
selv om dens officielle farve stadig er gran.

Welayat-e Fagih eller “De islamiske juristers for
sam Mausavi har sagt, han ikke vil krydse - de
dern, der barer grant.

Ingen af de politiske lejre - reformpolitikere elle
kontrollere gaderne, selv om de begge fors@ger
den anden ved at invitere folk til at sgrge for d
traditionelt er den politiske magtbhase for Rewval
halvmilitazre militserd, som trener deres sigte-f
kroppe.

Gader er farlige, ikke kun for os, men endnu me
at trekke os vk fra gaden ved at invitere os
vi har sg@rget over vore dgde brddre og graedt o
at det er Mousawi, der inviterer os til at deltag
inviterer de os til at ga° i moskeerne, fordi de e
at “wi stoler pd gaderne®.
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that of the is the vociferous voice of the Iranians
outside Iran, who from the very beginning of

the struggle of the Iranian people in the streets,
though not literally shoulder to shoulder, but in the
same spirit and voice in unison with the Iranian
people’s demand for change, they have formed
their lines of struggle outside the borders of Iran.
The fact that every individual and organization
and line comes to the side of the Iranian people
for their own reasons is a separate discussion,
which is neither in the scope nor the intention of
this note. But, the tools employed by the Iranians
living abroad, in their solidarity with and support
of the activists inside, are limited tools which

can be summarized mainly into demonstrations,
and bringing to the attention of the world media
what is happening inside Iran, and try to pressure
mostly European and the American governments
to unambiguously condemn the crackdown and
the killings and the arrests by the Iranian govern-
ment.

If we take a fair look at what has been, and being
done outside the country, for those inside, we
cannot deny the positive effects of the informa-
tion dissemination efforts and pressuring of the
government leaders in those countries ...

But, what compels me to write this note is the
exaggeration of some Iranians living abroad
regarding the utility of putting any hope in world’s
statesmen and women. Of course it is very useful
to keep up the pressure on world leaders, but
holding out huge hopes about their steadfastness
of assistance, given the record of the last thirty
years, is not very realistic.

If the people’s historical memory is short, all evi-
dence points to the fact that the memory of politi-
cians is much shorter. Let us not forget that, in the
political games played by the statesmen of the
word, it is self-interest, not humanistic or human
rights considerations, which have the primary say.
After three weeks of killings and violent crack-
downs and arrests and immoral and illegal,
tortured confessions, it is the arrest of the British
embassy staff in Tehran that turned the Iranian
events into a crisis situation for the European
parliamentarians, and got them to start consider-

ing an unambiguous position and some practical
steps. And perhaps the possible freeing of those
staff will be portrayed as a ‘positive step of build-
ing confidence’ taken by Iran!

But, even in the midst of all this, European
countries such as Iltaly and Germany, that have
the biggest capital investments and trade with
the Iranian government, find themselves fighting
against plans for and ratification of any proposals
for actions against the Iranian government.
Therefore, focusing and trusting these govern-
ments, for consultation/pressuring, should not
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make Iranians living abroad overlook or neglect
the main focus of the struggle and the ongoing
events inside Iran.

The hope for a fundamental change passes
through the ranks of the fighting people of Iran
inside the country, and given the untrustworthi-
ness of any other form of alliance, especially with
any statesmen and women -- all this renders the
movement of our fighting people the safest nest
for the seeds carrying the saplings of freedom and
equality in Iran.

18th of Tir/July 9: From 1999 to 2009
By Amir K.
Khiaban #17

July 9th/18th of Tir is close. Both sides are prepar-
ing. Massive nationwide protests by the people,
and their prevention by the state. The government
has announced the day off, so as to reduce the
traffic and Tehran's daily crowds. SMS services
have been turned off again to disrupt the organiz-
ing. But, the people are organizing by the word of
mouth, and using any cracks to inform as many
people as possible about the July 9th protests,
and forming numerous small cells, so as to dawn
on the streets again with all their strength.

July 9th/18th of Tir, is the anniversary of a student
uprising against state violence and the attacks

of the death squads on the Tehran university
campus, in 1999. In that year too the death squads
and forces of crackdown attacked the Tehran uni-
versity campus, watering the soil with the blood of
students. Students’ reaction was unequivocal: an
uprising. The state, however, came forth wielding
two blades: violent crackdown and deceit.

It was said to return to homes and pursue your
grievances through legal means. A majority of
the students, who still harbored illusions about
Khatami, left the streets. They were promised that
soon committees created by the people’s popular
president would uproot those who, vigilante-like,
had allowed themselves the right to violate the
university’s sanctity. The more radical elements
of the movement stayed, and the government’s
wolves went after them. Once the streets were
emptied of the people, on July 14th, Khamenei's
thugs took over the streets and bellowed howls
of victory. And the city was once again under the
control of the government.

The law convicted a single soldier for stealing a
student’s shaver. All others were found not-guilty.
Some were promoted to high ranking embassy
staff in Iranian embassies abroad. Some were
promoted to directors and other cultural figures.
On the other hand, the Ezatollah Ebrahimne-
jad’s were buried in scorched earth. Numerous
students spent many years of their lives in the
regime’s prisons. At that time, a generation of
student dissidents was liquidated so that a dicta-
torial Islamic regime shall remain.

Ten years have passed. This time, it was not only
in universities but in all of Iran that a line of blood
was drawn. And again, some hands are working
hard to turn the streets over to the enemies of the
people, with the promise of pursuing things le-
gally. But, this time, people have paid a very high
price for their practical knowledge. They have
realized that they are the many. The millions. And
the power of their unity cannot be broken by any
oppressive machinery.



